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 culture is a set of values and practices that create meaning to society. This includes both 

high culture (literature, art and education, which appeals to elites) and popular culture    

(which appeals to the masses). 

 

 Through the interactions of peoples, the exchange of languages, ideas, arts, sports and 
societal structures have consistently improved relations between divergent groups. Such 
interactions are uniquely able to affect intercultural and interfaith understanding and 
promote reconciliation. 

 

 In an increasingly globalized, interdependent world, in which the proliferation of much 
communication technology ensures we all have greater access to each other than ever 
before, cultural diplomacy is critical to fostering peace and stability throughout the world. 
It has a unique ability to influence the “Global Public Opinion” and ideology of the 
individuals, communities, cultures or nations, which can accelerate the realization of 

global peace and stability. 
 

 The O6U International cultural Festival (ICF) fosters a culture of peace based on the eight 
points of the Programme of Action adopted by the General Assembly in 1999: education 
for peace/ The promotion of sustainable economic and social development/ respect for 
human rights/ equality between women and men/ democratic participation/ the free flow 
of information/ disarmament/ tolerance. 
 

 The Culture of peace and non-violence is a commitment to peace-building, mediation, 
conflict prevention and resolution, peace education, education for non-violence, 
tolerance, acceptance, mutual respect, intercultural and interfaith and reconciliation. It 
consists of values, attitudes and behaviors that reject violence and prevent conflicts by 
tackling their root causes to solve problems through dialogue among individuals, groups 
and nations. 

 

 One of the main objectives of the Festival is contributing to building a culture of peace, 
tolerance and understanding based on the premise that open cultures could foster mutual 
understanding and respect and enhance the prospects of international peace and security. 

 

 Peace is much more than freedom from fear, or cessation of war and civil disorder. Peace 
means non- violent resolution of conflicts and the establishment of universal values such 
as respect for life, human rights, liberty, equity and justice. In addition to that peace 
includes the ability of all components of the population of a country to lead a decent and 
healthy life in a safe and sustainable environment, educational, social and cultural 
development. 
 

 

 The O6U International Cultural Festival (ICF) is a vehicle of cultural diplomacy which is a 

course of actions, utilizing the exchange of ideas, values, traditions and other aspects of 

culture or identity, whether to strengthen relations, enhance socio–cultural cooperation or 

promote national interests. 



 Cultural diplomacy is a type of soft power, which is the ability to get what you want 
through attraction rather than coercion or payments. Cultural diplomacy arises from a 
country’s culture, political ideals and policies. Cultural diplomacy is therefore, a 
component of public diplomacy. It helps amplify and advertise society and culture to the 
world at large. It is the linchpin of public diplomacy. It can enhance national security in 
subtle, wide-ranging and sustainable ways. Cultural diplomacy reveals the soul of a nation. 
 

 The Festival provides the opportunity to students, members of foreign communities, their 
respective countries and cultural institutions to display features and traits of the diverse 
cultures and civilizations through exhibiting their traditions, customs, cuisine, art and 
literature thus creating awareness on others. 
The Festival also offers the opportunity to explore with diplomatic, consular and cultural 
missions accredited in Egypt the potential of expanding cooperation and building 
collaborative partnerships. 
 
 

 It is noteworthy here that O6U is guided in all its practices and operations of the principles 
of UN Global Compact and the UN Goals and Targets of Sustainable Development. In this 
respect it is very important to refer  that the Year 2015 has been a milestone for global 
development as governments have adopted the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development 
along with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's).The bold agenda sets out a global 
framework to end extreme poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and fix climate change 
until 2030. Building on the historic Millennium Development Goals (MDG's), the ambitious 
set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's) and 169 associated targets are people- 
centered, transformative, universal and integrated.  
 

 

 


